Differences in activity cycles among members of an animal community are generally thought to be less important than other differences as a means of sharing food and space (Schoener 1974a). Resource partitioning according to time is most common among groups of predators whose principal prey populations are active at different times of"the day, resulting in the exploitation of different foods. For example, Pianka (1969) concluded that differences in activity time of two species of Ctenotus lizards were important in avoiding competition for food. In contrast, animals who feed on a food supply such as fruit, which is not replenished or replaced during the day, cannot reduce competition for food by feeding at different times. Once a fruit is removed, it is gone, and there is no apparent advantage for individuals to feed at different times. Nevertheless, I could find no data in the literature on feeding times of frugivores that could be used to test such hypotheses. The objectives of my study were to document the temporal feeding patterns of some tropical fruit-eating birds and examine the role of time in their feeding ecology. I recorded arrival and departure times of birds feeding in the fruit tree under study. I defined a "visit" as any period during which fruit was consumed or plucked and carried away by a bird. Observations at a given tree were made over a number of days but were scheduled so that each hour between approximately 05:30 and 18:00 was observed equally. Thus, the number of visits made by a bird species during each hour of the day could be tallied. Although the number of feeding visits may not reflect the actual amount of fruit consumed, it is nonetheless a baseline estimate of feeding activity, which is at the same time practical for use in large scale studies of frugivore communities (cf. 
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Differences in activity cycles among members of an animal community are generally thought to be less important than other differences as a means of sharing food and space (Schoener 1974a). Resource partitioning according to time is most common among groups of predators whose principal prey populations are active at different times of"the day, resulting in the exploitation of different foods. For example, Pianka (1969) concluded that differences in activity time of two species of Ctenotus lizards were important in avoiding competition for food. In contrast, animals who feed on a food supply such as fruit, which is not replenished or replaced during the day, cannot reduce competition for food by feeding at different times. Once a fruit is removed, it is gone, and there is no apparent advantage for individuals to feed at different times. Nevertheless, I could find no data in the literature on feeding times of frugivores that could be used to test such hypotheses. The objectives of my study were to document the temporal feeding patterns of some tropical fruit-eating birds and examine the role of time in their feeding ecology. Table 1 presents the data in percentages for comparative purposes, but the tests were applied to the raw data. Table 1 lists the total number of visits made by each bird species and the percentage of visits in each onehour period. These percentages are based on the total number of visits summed over all five tree species. Species with fewer than 25 total visits have not been included. In general, the species differ considerably in the timing of their visits. Table 2 presents the results of the chi-square tests on the temporal feeding patterns of the two most common feeders in each kind of fruit tree. All five tests are highly significant, leading to rejection of the hypothesis that the two most common feeders fed at the same time.
STUDY SITE AND METHODS

I conducted field work from late May till early
RESULTS
I observed aggressive encounters among birds but recorded only those interspecific encounters which caused supplanted individuals to leave the fruit tree, as these were most obvious to me and could be accurately tallied. Hence this method conservatively estimates the total number of aggressive encounters that occurred. I list here the aggressor species, the sup- and therefore one might predict that birds using these fruit trees may tend to do so at different times of day. Schoener (197413) explained why feeding times rarely serve as a means of partitioning resources, but ecological reality may not be the all-or-none situation he modeled. A bird supplanted at one tree may simply move to another tree rather than abandon its feeding attempts altogether, and ideally it would go to a tree where it would not be supplanted or otherwise disturbed. Thus, some of the differences I found in temporal feeding patterns may be a result of interference competition, even though partitioning as modeled by Schoener (1974b) was not occurring. Interference may be less important than physiological or other factors in determining time of feeding but it should not be dismissed. Further work should be undertaken to ascertain its role in the competitive interactions among coexisting frugivores.
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